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Abstract: The renewed scientific interest in psychedelic drugs combines traditional questions
with modern experimental paradigms and analytic methods, which aim to overcome severe
limitations that characterize early research conducted during the 20th century. An important
feature of contemporary methodology is the attempt to isolate one aspect of the psychedelic
experience, dissociating it from potential confounding factors, a usual practice within the
framework of cognitive neuroscience. In this talk, | argue that this framework is suboptimal for
the study of psychedelic drugs, as they induce profound alterations in consciousness and
cognitive function (mainly attention) which compromise the interpretation of results whose
main outcome is a measure of task performance. Moreover, | propose that lengthy tasks
without correlates in what humans naturally do during psychedelic trips can lead to anxiety and
negatively affect the data and the experience of the participants. | conclude that natural tasks
and settings have not been sufficiently explored in recent research, and | will show examples
that combine rigorous paradigms with tasks that are natural for the participants.

Yours sincerely from the organizing team,

Anna Bronec (anna.bronec@charite.de)

Jiameng Wu (jiameng.wu@gmail.com)

Debapratim Jana (debapratim.jana@bccn-berlin.de)
Eric Lonergan (eric.lonergan@charite.de)

Kasey Devitt (devittkasey@gmail.com)

Prateep Beed

Timo Torsten Schmidt


https://goo.gl/maps/uBEkAEksdoxK89ua6
https://hu-berlin.zoom.us/j/63931747441

